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Environment, Health and Safety Division

Bldg:   90     Room:    1140    Ext:    5514


DIR-05-003


Date:
October 28, 2004

Subject:
Immediate Changes to Safety Requirements for Work on Energized Electrical Equipment (“Hot Work”)

To:
Division Directors

From:
Phyllis Pei, Division Director


Environment, Health & Safety

In response to the serious electrical accident at SLAC, Laboratory Management has agreed with the DOE Berkeley Site Office to implement additional interim approval requirements for work on energized electrical components.  (See Attachment A.)  The following requirements supplement and supersede the published policies in Chapter 8 of PUB-3000, and are effective immediately.

1. All work on energized electrical equipment (“Mode 3”) must be covered by a written authorization signed and approved by the fist line supervisor, the EH&S Division Electrical Safety Engineer, the responsible Division Director, by the EH&S Division Director, and the Laboratory Deputy Director for Operations before the work begins.  A revised SIGNOFF SHEET FOR WORK ON ENERGIZED ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT (rev. 10/28/2004) is enclosed as Attachment B.

2. Copies of all (“Mode 3”) written authorizations for work on energized electrical equipment must be furnished to the Laboratory’s Electrical Safety Engineer before the work begins.

The Electrical Safety Subcommittee of the Safety Review Committee will review these measures and others that may stem from the SLAC Electrical Safety review for permanent adoption into Chapter 8 – Electrical Safety of the Lab’s Health and Safety Manual.

For assistance in implementing these requirements, please contact our Occupation Safety Group.  

· During the week of November 1, 2004, Matt Kotowski (x-6428) will provide assistance while Tom Caronna, our Electrical Safety Engineer will be at SLAC, assisting with the review of electrical safety procedures there.  

· Tom returns on November 8, 2004.

MK:mk

Attachment A, EH&S Letter, DIR-05-001 to BSO

Attachment B, Revised Sign-Off Sheet on Energized Electrical Equipment 

          (Appendix A to Chapter 8 - Electrical Safety, Pub 3000, Health & Safety Manual)

Cc:
Deputy Director Operations


Division Deputies


Division ES&H Coordinators


Division EH&S Liaisons

October 27, 2004

DIR-05-001


Mr. Richard Nolan

Dept. Of Energy

Berkeley Site Office

1 Cyclotron Road, 90R1023

Berkeley, CA 94720

SUBJECT:
Supplemental Comments To Electrical Hot Work Questions

Dear Mr. Nolan:

This letter supplements the information forwarded to you on October 26, 2004 outlining Berkeley Lab’s policies on electrical hot work.  We are committing to important changes in our policy:

1. As an interim measure, electrical hot work safety plans and procedures will be signed and approved by the Deputy Director Operations, the EH&S Division Director and the Division Director responsible for the work before work commences.  The Electrical Safety Sub-committee of the Safety Review Committee will consider this interim measure for formal adoption into the Lab’s Health and Safety Manual.  

2. As a permanent change, copies of the completed, approved and signed electrical hot work safety plans and procedures required by Chapter 8 – Electrical Safety of our Health and Safety Manual will be provided to the EH&S Division.  

3. The Electrical Safety Subcommittee, two members of which are now participating in a review at SLAC, will meet to consider other permanent changes that may stem from the SLAC review as soon as they return.

Sincerely,

Phyllis Pei, Division Director

Environment, Health & Safety Division
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Cc:
G. Reyes


G. Bear


R. Wendt


B. Feinberg


D. Collins


P. Blodgett


T. Caronna

Attachment B 

Appendix A – Chapter 8, Electrical Safety

Revised 10/28/2004

SIGNOFF SHEET FOR WORK ON ENERGIZED ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT

Engineering order or work request number: ____________________________________

Name and location of equipment: ____________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
Reason for electrical equipment to remain energized: _______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
Work to be performed on equipment (brief outline of method, including safety items):

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
Work scheduled:
______________________________
_______________


Date
Time

Signed By:
______________________________
_______________


Supervisor / Person-in-Charge
Date


______________________________
_______________


1. Qualified person performing work
Date


______________________________
_______________


2. Qualified person performing work
Date

Authorized By:
______________________________
_______________


EH&S Electrical Safety Engineer
Date


_____________________________
_______________


Responsible Division Director
Date


_____________________________
_______________


Phyllis Pei, EH&S Division Director
Date


_____________________________
_______________


Sally Benson, Laboratory Deputy Director
Date

Information Copy:
Tom Caronna, Electrical Safety Engineer, MS-75B
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